MVUC Welcomes Congressman Jim Moran
On March 8, 2008 Congressman Jim Moran (D-VA) was a guest speaker in the “Ask Your Elected Representative” Speakers Series. This is a brief summary of his views on various social justice issues.
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On Health Care: Americans pay the most for health care among other developed countries, and receive the least services for their money. The system as it functions today is not serving well even those who can afford it, let alone those who cannot. A major overhaul is needed, and it is unlikely that it will driven by the health industry. The government has to be involved.
On Repealing Don’t Ask Don’t Tell: The sexual orientation of a person should be irrelevant in determining someone’s military service. He favors the repeal of DADT and thinks that Congress may have enough votes to do so, after November 2008 elections.
On Global Warming: Incentives need to be found for the government and the citizens to implement greener, cleaner life styles. He supports a higher tax on gasoline, to encourage less consumption. He also supports shutting down plants that evidently produce pollution, such as the Mirant Power Plant in Alexandria.
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On Voting Rights for District of Columbia: He is in favor, and worked with Congressman Davis to put the issue on the congressional agenda. However, for full representation to occur, the District needs to become a state. A Constitutional amendment is needed and at present, conditions are not ripe for such endeavor. The pendulum may be swinging away from conservatism throughout the country, into a new era of humanist liberalism. If the November elections bring about such change, a Constitutional amendment on voting rights for the District may pass.
On Iran: Iran used to be an ally of the U.S. The Iranian president was elected in popular elections, and needs to be respected as such. Iran may be America’s best hope for stability in the Middle East. The country has the clout and resources to influence its Middle East neighbors into a lasting solution in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and stability among all parties.
On Iraq: The invasion of Iraq was launched on false pretenses. It costs $12 billion per month. It has a high price in lives and resources for all Americans. The psychological effects on war veterans are not fully understood, or talked about. Increasing numbers of Iraq and Afghan wars veterans are in homeless programs. Their care and rehabilitation is extremely costly and in order to be met, resources need to be taken out of other federal programs. Hence, veterans are not fully taken care of, which counts as a double-victimization of the people who served their country. Congressman Moran voted against all supplemental authorizations for the war, but the administration still has enough support to pass the budget bills. Only with a change in the White House and a stronger Democratic Congress can change be effected. 
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