Social Justice Speakers Series Welcomes Ambassador Nabil Fahmy, of the Arab Republic of Egypt
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On January 13, 2008, MVUC welcomed Ambassador Fahmy who spoke about the prospects for peace in the Middle East, and the role of Egypt and the United States in regional and global stability.

Ambassador Fahmy underscored the cultural differences between his country and the U.S. that can be best captured by the following statement: “The U.S. reacts fast to events and challenges, it is always in a hurry somewhere. Egyptian society is much slower to respond to challenges and needs time to adjust its strategies and policy positions.” Egyptian society is several thousand years old, has a rich culture and an established mode of doing things, change comes slowly, across generations not across a few years. Nevertheless the Egyptian-American relationship is solidly founded on mutual interest in peace and security, particularly in the Middle East.
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Main points:

· Peace in the Middle East between Israelis and Palestinians is still possible, but it will take a lot of negotiation in good faith. Territory, refugees, Jerusalem and security are the top four issues that need to be negotiated.

· The Clinton administration prioritized the process of bringing the two sides to the negotiating table, the Bush administration came out in favor of a Palestinian state. Even if the process launched by the Bush administration comes at the end of the second term, there is still time to bring a settlement about, if the U.S. leverages its power effectively.

· Ambassador Fahmy believes that the territory will need to be returned except what is agreed to exchange, and refugees accommodated in a Palestinian state; that Jerusalem should be an open city, with a Jewish Jerusalem, a Palestinian Jerusalem, and holy sites governed by international guarantees sacred to both faiths, under an international protectorate.
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The situation in Iraq remains volatile, even in the aftermath of the military surge. Politically, there has been no reconciliation among various factions based on their Iraqi identity. There remains bad blood between Sunni, Shia and Kurds. The security on the ground inside Iraq needs to also be balanced with the security of its neighbors. An international conference on security and proliferation is highly needed, with all the parties present at the table.

· On the issue of terrorism, 9/11, and negotiation with groups such as Hamas and Hezbollah, the ambassador reminded the audience that whether people like it or not, both groups were elected by their respective publics, in free elections. Their presence in the Palestinian and Lebanese governments is therefore legitimate, and the international community needs to learn to deal with them and work to convince them to pursue the correct policies.   

· Egypt will remain a pivotal country in its region, just as the U.S. will remain a global power for another generation. The ambassador called for renewed efforts to deal with challenges in the Middle East on a negotiation and cooperation basis, and called on the U.S. to “not go it alone” in trying to resolve all the security challenges facing us.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR UPCOMING EVENTS:

February 24, 2008, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.: Ambassador Imad Moustapha, Embassy of Syria to the U.S.

March 9, 2008, 12:30 – 2:30 p.m.: Representative Jim Moran (D-VA) 
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