SJC Monthly Meeting

March 3, 2009
Minutes
In attendance: Lynn Alsmeyer-Johnson, Marybeth Bernhard, Dan Cohen, Lisa Gillispie, Helen Lounsbury, Georgia Pourchot, Al Robbert, Dick Schaffer 
Issues and decisions:
1. Annual reports have been turned in, as well as task force reauthorization forms, for the April congregational meeting. We have done well this year, thank you all for your work and enthusiasm.

2. March and April events:

a. Freedom to Serve rally, March 13 at noon, Capitol Hill. Jamie Barnett will speak. Carpool from church, meet in parking lot at 10:30 am. 

b. UUSJ Cluster Meeting, March 14, Hollin Hall, 8:30 am – 1 pm. Topics include interfaith advocacy, green efforts throughout Northern Virginia, affordable housing and homelessness.

c. NOVA-LUUP Advisory Board meeting, March 14, 1-3 pm, Hollin Hall.
d. Partner Church dinner, March 21, 5 pm. Two movies about each partner church will be shown, and Jane Nelson will speak of her recent trip to partner church in India. Group can use help with the set-up. If you can help, please arrive at church by 4 pm. If you want to cook Romanian, Hungarian or Indian food, even better, make sure Lisa knows. 
e. Forever Wild concert with Jim Stoltz, March 22, 7 pm. Admission $10/adult, green admission $5 if you carpool, walk or bike to the concert. Youth and kids free.

f. Annual Green Event, March 29, after second service. Potluck, with Rev. Kate and Meagan Henry’s participation. VT brief presentation of Windmill study results, member testimonies on green tips and lifestyle changes, and more.
g. Holocaust Memorial Museum Tours: Dan Cohen will offer two on April 18, one at 10 am, and one at 2 pm. Check Commons for sign-up sheet or let Dan know you intend to participate.

h. Earth Day service: Offer Kate help with the service.

3. May service: Please note change of date, service will be held on May 17. The Worship Committee asked us to move the service from the 3rd, to the 17, to accommodate a few shifts in the Sunday services schedule. 
a. Another possible title: “To Serve Life in Community.” We will seek kids’ involvement and talk to Meagan about it. 

b. Mimi Stevens or Mark Zimmerman to be used as resources for songs.

c. In April, we will invite Kate to join us as we finalize our thoughts and wishes for this service.

4. Special collections: In May, we will hold a meeting to decide the special collections list for next year. Team groups please think things over and make recommendations. SJC agreed to further empower YRUU and give them the option to have a special collection during their annual Youth service, usually held in February. Souper Bowl, held by YRUU on the Sunday of the Superbowl should be considered a special collection, with no other collection scheduled on that month.
a. One item that needs clarification is whether MVUC’s institutional membership in various organizations should be included in the operating budget, or if we should continue to schedule special collections to pay for our dues. At this time, we have a hybrid process. Some institutional dues are included in the operating budget, such as Ventures in Community ($35), UUSJ ($350), and Virginia Interfaith Center ($300), while others are not (Partner Church $150). Partner Church covers its dues from its self-funding process, which includes one annual special collection. 
b. Complicating the matter is the fact that UUSJ has adopted a fair-share membership, and the amount MVUC would be expected to pay is $1,500 annually. This amount is believed to be too high for inclusion in the operating budget, hence we hold one annual special collection to make up for the difference and pay our dues.
c. The process needs to be consistent. This issue is tabled for now, please bring your ideas to next meetings. 
5. Diversity and Welcoming Congregation: Good conversation about how we should proceed to make our congregation more diverse and welcoming. Possible action steps:

a. Order Welcoming Congregation Part II curriculum, and find a group of straight and gay members to study it and plan events accordingly. Include youth and make sure we offer a safe space for people to be themselves. Post-meeting update: Welcoming Congregation Handbook has been ordered and should be available by next SJC meeting.
b. Dan Cohen to offer a lecture of Nazi treatment of gays.
c. Reach out to schools in our neighborhood that are encountering difficulties due to large numbers of not yet self-sustaining, and diverse families moving into our area (whether from Prince William County or not). We could introduce an Adopt-A-Family program and offer our help to these schools. 
6. Social Justice Blog: As you all know, on the home page we have the ability to post a social justice blog at any time, on any given topic of interest. The ‘blog’ is an opinion piece on a social justice topic. The home page makes it visible fast, and gets out the word. Please consider writing a short piece on a topic of personal interest, to keep the site fresh and interesting.

7. Summer services and Special Collections: The Worship Committee is trying to make the special collections Sundays more topic-coherent, and adopt a theme for the service that ties in with the special collection. We were offered the opportunity to organize/sponsor/help with a July service around the topic of affordable housing, to connect with the OpenDoorHousing Fund special collection. This service would be on July 12 [second Sunday of the month]. On the assumption that we continue this special collection, please think this over and let’s discuss it at the next SJC meeting. 

Submitted by Georgeta Pourchot 

