Green Sanctuary Task Force Meeting Minutes
October 5, 2008

1- 3:00 pm
Location: Home of Al and Diana Macomber, preceded by lunch

Attendees: Georgia Pourchot, Al and Diana Macomber, Dan and Suzanne Cohen, Dick Schaffer, Jim and Joan Wamsley

Regrets: Lynn and Bill Alsmeyer-Johnson, Ron Stevens, Ann Kaupp

1. Opening and check-in: Dick thanked Al and Diana for hosting the meeting.
2. Regional UU Green Sanctuary Meeting, Fostering Environmental Justice: A Deeper Shade of Green – Dick, Suzanne, and Dan attended the regional GS meeting at Arlington UUC where a DVD presentation of the Van Jones lecture from the GA meeting was shown.  The days activities were preceded by a poignant brief service and a lecture by XXXXX from All Souls focusing on YYYYYY.  There was lots of networking and exchange of ideas regarding environmental issues.  Suzanne was an invited member of a panel discussing local church green initiatives.  Allison Fischer from GWIPL gave a presentation on mountain top coal strip mining and social/environment implications of this.  The All Souls Church fair trade, organic, recycled consumables shop was also highlighted.
3. Living Green Year Update (items specifically identified for tracking) – 

· Congregational commitments to “green” action – Georgia

· Educating our congregation on green products, fair trade coffee and chocolate, and energy efficient bulbs through the Greater Washington Interfaith Power and Light (GWIPL) – Dick will invite the All Souls Church group to come to MVUC to provide a demonstration; discussion focused on timing and merit of this; Dick will continue to explore
· Update Green Sanctuary web content & photos – Georgia will submit updates to the website on behalf of TF members.  The current GS website lists various activities and photos of the watershed rain garden
· Bring Van Jones to MVUC – Focus at present is on showing the DVD and Georgia will look an opening in the Sunday Speaker series schedule for November 9th; other evening possiblities were also discussed but no decisions were made specifically
· Recycling cell phones/Sales of CFUs – Suzanne to set up mechanism for this and explore issues regarding contact
· Implementing MVUC energy audit recommendations, completion and provision of feedback to GWIPL – NO COMMENTS ON THIS ITEM AT TODAY”S MEETING
· GWIPL: Training to meet w/ Senators re: energy policy
· Environmental art program for MVUC and community – Suzanne, nothing to add today

· Potential visit by native American folksinger, Walkin Jim Stoltz –Suzanne proposed this event but timing (10-14 November is when he will be in this area) is a concern during this busy time of the year; tabled for later consideration.  Suzanne will explore other options for another time frame. 
· Grounds Program – Al discussed his transition from leadership of the grounds program and there was some general discussion regarding GS efforts in this regard.  A meeting will be held this week to discuss transition of this program to new leadership. Dick will attend and provide feedback next month. 

4. MVUC Windmill research opportunity – Virginia Tech mechanical engineering students spent most of Thursday assessing the MVUC Windmill.  Two students actually climbed the Windmill to take measurements and obtain photographs of the working mechanisms.  The students provided a Gant chart for tracking purposes and anticipate completing the project in March 2009; permits will be necessary to actually generate electricity and Dominion Power has provided documents for that.  A series of questions focusing on possiblities was forwarded to the students and their faculty advisor.  We expect a monthly progress report and most likely some additional visits.  MVUC utility costs (about $17-18K per year) and usage breakdown by the three separate facility meters will be provided to VT.  
5. UU Congregational Study/Action Issue for 2008 - 2012 on "Ethical Eating: Food and Environmental Justice."  -- http://www.uua.org/socialjustice/issuesprocess/currentissues/55648.shtml
·  “Menu for the Future” Discovery Circle: The first session was held on Monday 29 September, and there are 8 participants in the group.  Suzanne led the coordination session and initial focused seminar will be held tomorrow night.  Suzanne is considering additional groups focusing on this topic.
· "The Politics of Food" conference, Sept 22-24 at North Carolina State University, Raleigh, NC – No one was able to attend this.

6. 2nd Annual Intergenerational Climate Change Event, Jan. 2009 –  No update at today’s meeting
7. Earth Day service April, 2009 –  Ethical Eating study issue will be the focus; no update at today’s meeting
8. Fund Raising Opportunities – All continuing
· Shopping bag sales: Georgia mentioned that $700 has been generated against $1400 expenses to date.  Bags not sold before the Holiday shop will be on sale at that event. 
· Fair Trade coffee, tea, cocoa, and light bulbs scheduled for Holiday Shop
· See reference to All Souls Church above under item 3.

9. Dedication of Green Sanctuary Rain Gardens to Betsy Roderick – Suzanne; no update provided
10. Annual Report to Congregation, March 2009: Suzanne & Jim; no update for at today’s meeting
11. Recurring Agenda Items:

· Windmill Newsletter Article – Lynn’s article was not published in the October newsletter due to space constraints.  Dan is preparing a newsletter for submission this week, though that will likely not appear until December.
12. Next meeting:  2 November 2008 at Dick and Caroline Schaffer’s home
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