Mount Vernon Unitarian Church

Annual Report to the Congregation

Task Force for Social Action on Rt. 1 
April 1, 2007 – March 31, 2008
Purpose: The MVUC Task Force for Social Action on Route 1 reaches out and supports community empowerment programs for the homeless and marginalized population on Richmond Highway (Rt. 1), particularly (but not exclusively) programs undertaken by United Community Ministries (UCM), Ventures in Community (VIC), Habitat for Humanity, New Hope Housing, and On Our Own (Fairfax Ct. program for mentally ill).

Organization, Membership, Meeting times:
Chair: Georgeta Pourchot 

Members: Ron Brandt, Joan Darrah, Lynne Kennedy, Helen Lounsbury, Sally Joy Remington
Communication: email, telephone
Sub-committee meets as needed, members communicate regularly.


Goals and Activities:

Major goals:
1. To expand church involvement in our community.

2. To mobilize cross-generational congregational involvement, by identifying intergenerational activities, involving families with or without children, newer members, friends and visitors in age-appropriate aspects of social work.

3. To educate the congregation and advocate for social justice.


Activities:

1. MVUC involvement in our community expanded and deepened with the following activities:

· Food and clothing collections for UCM, Rising Hope, Kennedy shelter, New Hope Housing, and On Our Own. Total food collection: over 20,000 lbs.
· Support for UCM’s Life Skills program, Candy Swing, food, clothing, and school supplies sorting, preparations for Thanksgiving and winter holidays meals, and gift donations.

· Participation in VIC-HOP, program to feed the homeless: December 2007 through March 08. 100 volunteers and 7 church groups were involved. 

· Tutoring New Hope Housing clients.

· Support for Habitat for Humanity Ha-BOO-tat fund-raiser.

2. Cross-generational congregational involvement was achieved with the involvement of YRUU, Junior Youth Group, RE children, newer members, regular friends and visitors, and long-time members of the congregation. Approximately 50% of the congregation was involved in some form of social action work.
3. Education and advocacy were achieved as follows:

· Organized and held “When There Is No Place Like Home” service to raise awareness of homelessness and affordable housing issues in the area.

· Participated in VIC celebration of 20 years of work in the community.

· Organized Barbershop Harmony Concert, to benefit UCM. 
· Held inter-faith dialogue on affordable housing, moderated by Habitat for Humanity.
· Posted articles in Windmill and on bulletin board.

Future Goals:
· To continue to support programs and institutions that empower the marginalized population on the Rt. 1 corridor.

· Expand support for New Hope Housing, with a monthly commitment to prepare and serve food at Kennedy shelter for the homeless.

· Expand support for Habitat for Humanity, through organization of forums and meetings to educate congregation about affordable housing in the area.

· Expand education and outreach within and beyond the MVUC community. Make task force thoroughly intergenerational, with the regular inclusion of youth and RE children in social action activities.


Revenue and Expenditures: 
No MVUC money was spent to support reported activities. In-kind support such as copy-machine, faxing, and mailing was used. MVUC raised the following funds to support activities and institutions:
· $5,786 to benefit UCM, of which $1,000 was raised by International Folk Dancers, $503 by benefit concert, and the rest by special collections. Candy Swing raised an additional $2,000.
· $500 cash for holiday hams and turkeys, to benefit Rising Hope clients.

Respectfully submitted by Georgeta Pourchot 










